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1895-1899 Asquith the following letter in explanation and justification of his
action:
Lord Eosebery to Asquith.
dalmeny pabk,
Aug. 12, 1895.
Confidential.
my deab asquith,
The contingency which we foresaw has arrived, and, in reply to a
letter from Spencer proposing a meeting of the late Cabinet for Wednesday,
I have written a letter (of which I have sent a copy to Harcourt) announc-
ing that the late Chancellor of the Exchequer and I can never go in
double harness together again. Had we boxes I would circulate it in a
box!
I do not know that this measure necessitates any immediate results,
but I am glad that the opportunity of making the announcement has
arrived before the meeting of Parliament.
Let me say one word quite frankly to you. I am more than willing to
stand aside, if that should be judged best for the party. Nor does it seem
easy to see how in our shattered condition the party can be led by a
peer. But what would be worse, and indeed worst, would be that the
party should be led by a Commons Castor and a peer Pollux who disagree
on every subject and who communicate on none.
Ever,
R,
In these circumstances the idea was for a brief spell entertained
of making Asquith leader of the party, but in the result a com-
promise was arrived at whereby Rosebery retained a shadowy
titular primacy, with Harcourt supreme in the House of Commons
and Kimberley leading in the House of Lords. For a year or so
this modus vivendi creaked along, and a fairly effective opposition
was maintained in the Commons to the principal Government
measures of the session of 1896, the Education Bill (of which it
forced the abandonment) and a bill for partially relieving agri-
culture of rates. But at the end of 1896 a new embarrassment
added to burdens Lord Rosebery already found intolerable
what seemed to him the last straw. The Turkish massacre of
Armenians in 1894 and 1895 raised the question in 1896 how far
and by what method the country, which under the Anglo-Turkish
Convention of 1878 had a right to enforce tolerable government
in Asia Minor, should exercise its powers on behalf of the oppressed.
Ascp&h was in favour of breaking off diplomatic relations with

